on civil emergency plans

By LOUIS O. GIUFFRIDA

Although historically an internal matter, the responsibility

for devising an effective civilian emergency-response plan

has outgrown national boundary lines.

Charged with preparing for and responding to
national emergencies and war, the Federal
Emergency Management Agency brings life to the
adage that a day of preparation is worth a month
of reparation. Domestically, the agency's civil pre-
paredness mission is twofold. First, it must ensure
that the U.S. civil sector can respond rapidly and
effectively to war and other national or major
peacetime emergencies. Secondly, it must develop

plans and programs to protect the citizenry in such
eventualities.

But FEMA's efforts are not confined within the
nation's borders. In fact, the agency works very
closely with civil preparedness elements in other
NATO countries. For just as the U.S. Defense and
State Departments have their counterparts in
NATO, so too does FEMA.
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 a difficult choice. It
